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S.E.Parker | 


Some weeks ago a particularly nauseous pisee of prole-cultism appeared 
in "Freedom". I wrote the following letter in reply, but this evidently 
so offended.the majority of the new editorial group that they voted 
against it and it was returned to me. Since no reasons were given for its 
rejection I can only assume that this was done as part of the unexpressed 
policy of denying a free forum to individualists that seems to have 
become increasingly applied since the new editors took over at the 
beginning of this year. One thing is clear and that is that as the 
freedom of "Freedom" dwindlcs the duller it becomes» 


For the benefit of those readers unfamiliar with the geography of Bristol: 

Clifton and Redland are pleasant distriets in North West Bristol; | 

Bedminster is a dreary working class district. | 
| Th T S | "15410,0605, 


"Dear Editors, 


i | I have a regular job, I do not dress like on extra for a 
concentrotion-camp film, I do not like being ponced-apon - but I think 
that J.C.'s "The Case Against Bums" is one of tho most narrow-minded, 
puritanical outbursts I have ever read in the anarchist press, It is a 
prize example of inverted snobbery disguised as ‘revolutionary’ concern. 
Satan help us if J.C.'s ‘free society' came into being! I have no wish 
to live in a world made by "average Lobour-voting" Bristolians and I 
only wish I had had the good sense to live in Clifton when I was in 
Bristol, instead of Bedminstcr where I did livc. | 


One of the most onerous burdens anarchists have to carry is this 
association with the dreary cult.of 'tho workors', of those ‘ordinary 
down-to-earth" millions who have willingly been the fodder of their | 
pastors and masters throughout the agcs. anarchist milicu can only be 
croatod by individuals who have tho powor and capacity to become oxtra~« 
ordinary. Anyone who is such a weakling that he is scared away by a few 
‘cecentrics' is not worth having anyway. I agree that most 'unconvention- 
lt dress is simply yet another uniform, but I do not sec what can be 
ained by loeking like a 'short-back-and-sides', cloth-capped member of ` 
he proletarian arny. | | 


After more years than any of us alive can renenbor, tho response of the 
vast najority of workers to anarchist ideas has beon either indifference 
or hostility. Whether we like it or not, anarchists have been, are, and 
arc always likely to remaim, a snoll minority, ond no amount of breast- 
beating rhetoric is going to change the fact. If any prolctarian cultist 
con produce evidence to the contrary let him speak up." | 


Sone solf-oppointed guardians of public "morality" in tho shape of the 
Blackburn, Lancashire, Police have accused Dave and Tina Morris, the 
editors of our contemporary "Poctneat",with publishing obscene Jitcrature 
— an anthol gy of erotica and its reverse called "The Golden Convolvulus" 
Kenneth Tynan nildly says "fuck" on a television programme and tho `: 
hordes of wowscrs scroón their indignation. But Tynan is a “national |: 
figure" ond voices arc raised in his defence in the press and elsewhcre, 
Dave ond Tina Morris are known only to a comparitive fow and they have 
no powerful voices to defend them. They could do with the moral ond... 
material support of anti-puritens. Address: 11, Clematis Street, 
Blackburn, Lancs, "et puc ud | : 
(Sorry, = it is Dave Cunliffe and Tina Morris, not WDave and Tina Morris!) 


APOLOGIES are due to the poets of MINUS ONE whose poens have had to be 
held over due to lack of spacc. ie 


FIRE ON TH MOUNTAIN 


Edward Abbey is best known’ for his "Brave Cowboy", a simple tale of a 

man born out of his time, an odd job man on a horse who lived mentally in 
a freer and more romantic past and who strove to maintain his independence 
. in the, modern American West, where, as olsowhero, many things militate 
against non<confornity. Floeing for his frecdon, if not for his life, 
having outwittod police and soldiers with helicopters, jccps, walkie- 
talkics and assortod modern firo-arns, the brave cowboy finally comes to > 
grief bencath the wheels of a specding truck, acckdcntally and ironically 
crushed by the wealth, power and "progress" ho had spent his life avolding 
A wotercd=down film version of "Brave Cowboy" entitlcd "Lonely arc the 
Brave ond starring Kirk Douglas appeared a fow years ago and made its 
point, though it did not carry the punch of the novel. 


oa tus 


rin dies, nct, as he had vowed, by police bullets and tear gas, but by a 


"There's a word for people like you," says the old man's sympathetic but 
realistic fricnd, "the word is anachronism." ., a een d 


"Aha echisn?" asks tho old. nan, nct having hcard properly. 
"About the same," his friend replics. 


4« recent victin of "progress" near ny hone town wosan old-mpptwho had 
“fled from Hitler's terror in tho L930s ond, nct finding England the havon 
"DI freedom, he had hoped for, retired to a small caravan and eked out 4 
"iXving with a rag cart opd violin lessons. I read recently that tho oid 
“nen was dóad, crushed while Crunk bentath’a speeding lorry on a byo-pass 
that was a lano in the age that the old man nentolly inhabited, I went to 
Sco his caravan, but found it already practically Cemolished by the 
hooligans who, along with welfare workers and respectable house-dwolling 
neighbours, had. plagucd hin curing his stay there. LE 


Rebel. when you can, conforn when, you can't, is a sound naxin for 

> : * a H ' ? Ki t v ^ RUE 3 VW Am ^ "^ a 
individua lists. But con't be surprised in "progressive", confornist 
society: rebouncs at you fron sone unexpected quarter, which may be a | 
stroin-incucec heart atteck, or a great lorry roaring at you through.tho 
American or English night. Ka 
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RED AND BLACK - 


Welcome ton now anarchist -journal, "Rod and Black", published by den" 

 Grancharoff, Box 47, P.O. Kingsford, N.S.W., Australia. The cottents ` 
of the first issue arc on uneven mixture, the best being the editorial by 
I.B., the fcature off Virgilia ‘d'Ancrea by d. Groncharoff, and a short ` 

story by Frank Moorhouse. Price 3/6 (Aust) by post. 

FREEDOM -"tho anarchist wookly-for workers control"is obtainable fron 

17a, Maxwell Rå., London, S.W.6. 7d.(including postage). 


PROLEGOMENA TO AN ANARCHIST PHILOSOPHY 
CH LÀ cf 


Psychology 
The anti-social individualist 


Homo sum; nihil humani a mo alienum puto. ^ 
(Terence - Heauton Timerumenos, 1,1,25 


An anarchist psychology, being concerncd primarily with the individual, 
should. acknowledge all human instincts, inclinations ( or.urgos ) irrosp- 
ective of their social, value. 


"Nothing human is alicn to me", says Terence, and this includes sclfishness 
cruelty, violence, and other anti-social tendencics against which Judeo- 
Christianity has been unsuccessfully campaigning for tho last 3,000 ycars. 

| 8 


Such tendcneics have been called "primitivo" as opposed to "oivilizod", - 
"barbaric" as opposed to "humane", "It is a part of us that is still in 
the cave," | | 


Ihe most enthusiastic of our Christian day-drcamors cvon declare ‘that Man 
is now rid of his "primitive tcndencics". | 


But these arc few and the moro serious christian apologetics still denounce 
Man as an evil-docr and sinncr. | 


» Anarchic realism 


-"If.it is said that even God proceeds according to otornal laws, that too 
fits me, since I too tannot got out of my skin, but have my law in my 
whole nature, i.c. in mysclf," | 


(Max Stirner ~ "The Ego and His Ow". PE RJ 


The individualist is aware of all human.urgos - and. ho accepts them. Ho 
accopts thom for two roasons: : | 


Firstly, ho knows that it is quite uscloss and harmful to try to suppress 
or cradicate psycho-biologieal inclinations which aro as inhcrent in 
Man as aro tho branches in a troc, 


Civilization has controlled scx, represscd violenee and eruclty,, but the 

. latost research in sociology and psychiatry shows that it has failed to 
root them out, I am partheularly thinking of Lovy-Bruhl'!s works, ond morc 

> Pocontly of Dr. Aubin's "Mon'and Magic". In this book (publishod in 1952) 
Dr. Aubin - dircctor of ‘Charenton, Fronec's most famous mentol.asylum - 
shows very successfully how natural instincts such as violence or sexual 
“perversion” arc found in children ond "primitivo" races, arc suppressed 
in the "civilized" adult, ond reappear-in tho mentally. iil who have frood 
themsclives of social trammcls. 


All our Christian civilization has succoodod in doing by suppressing our 
animal solf, is to eroato conscicnec and guilt. 


"Christia nity....is the corruption of souls through the eoncept of guilt! 
ao ve | | (Nictzscho - "The Twilight of the dng 
De 223. 


Man with his sublimated cruclty resulting from tho cooping up of his 
animal naturo within a polity, inventcd bad conscionco, in órdcr to hurt 
himsclf, after the blocking of the moro natural outlet of his cruclty." 
i | | (Nictzsche - "Tho Gancalogy of Morals" 
k Obop. Lë, 


Sccondly, the individualist is out to derive as much pleasure out of his 
short sprcod of lifc os ho can. Tho fulfillmont of his mental and biolog- ` 
ical necds (nutritive, cxcromentory, scx, oggrossion-submission, spiritual, 


and intellectual) are cssential to his full onjoymont - he is an Epicur- 
can in the most perjorative sense of the word. 


The anti-natural individualist 


"Uo call ‘against nature’ what in fact is against thc custom! 
(Montaigne - Essays) 


v 
Christianity has always been trying to convince us that its standards 
and ideals arc in conformity with the "Lows" of Nature. 


This fallacy has bccn cxpoged again and again, not only by such individ- 
uatist philosophers a de Sade or Nictzsche ( "If nature was offended by 
these tastcs sho would not prompt us to indulge in them" =- de Sade, 
Justine, p. 193), but also by modern rescarch in human scicnecs ( sco 
H.J.Eysonck, otc.) | 


The anti-intclicctual individualist | 


Whilst Church and State have been repressing Man's "anti-social" tondonc- 
ics, the rationa lists have becn waging a war against his como tironal 
and spiritual urgos. | 


Tho spiritual urge oxists -= go a difforont degree = in oll mon, though 
some may be spiritually "dead", as it woro, just as some arc sexually 
"acad" (frigid). St. Paul alrcady classifica mon into the pneoumatikol 
(spiritual) and the psykikoi (carthly matcriclists). 


Though the most common form of spiritual activity is religious, it is, 
by no means, the only one. Poctry, singing, ond even the consumption... 
of alcohol arc considered by some as spiritual or mystical activiticss 
"The sway of alcohol over mankind is unqucstionably duc to its powcr 
to, stimulate the mystical facultics. of human nature." : 
W. James - Varicties of Religious Expcricnccs 
De cer 


The rationalists stress tho fact that most mystical practiccs arc 
generally bascd on ignorence and superstition. M 


.Wo arc quite prcparod to admit that, But as individualists wc claim.the 
right to indulge in irrational behaviour, if such is our pleasure. 


The ego, as Stirner very well pointed out, is csscntially scnsual and 
volitional and it is not our wish to repress it. 


Conscious schizophrenia 


Man has always been faccd with the opposition between his emotional 
» desiros and his intclicct. P Ud eta 


Duc to tho rattonalist "fashion" many pooplo today try to find some 
intellectual backing to support their emotional volitions, attempting, 
os it wore, to “rationalize the irrational" - a good example of this is 
rachalism and nationalism ( soc Houston Stewart Chembcrlain and Alfred 
Roscnborg ). . 


The individualist makcs no such attempt. His simply accepts the duality 
of his personality. Ho deliberately operatcs a dichotomy betwdéen his 
rcason and his cmotions and adopts an attitude cf conscious schizophren- 
ism ( as opposcd to the pathological state of schizophrenia Fs 


All mon ore, in fact, schizophronists; the individualist alone is fully 
conscious of it. Don i 


(To be continucd) 


Lyman Tower Sargent 


The recent growth of the so-called radical right has interested and 
bothered many people. Although a right wing in American politics is 
not new, as witnessed by the McCarthy era and the earlier Palmer 
raids, the sceming strength of such organisations as the John Birch 
Society and the militant posture of others such as the Minutemen has 

* caused more widespread concern then previously. In particular, the 
takeover of the Republican Party by its right wing and the subsoguent : 
nemination of Barry Goldwater for President forcod many people to 
recognize that the extreme conservatives in the United Statos had ê 
become a force to reckon with, Although Goldwater became more moderate 
during p. campaign and was decksively defeated, tho radical right is 
not dca ^ . d Jii | ai 


Ihe idcas of this movement have caused a certain amount of eoul-scapch 
-ing among anarchists because there arco some obvious similaritios | 
between the two positions (1). For cxample, both emphasize individucl- 
ism, and both reject governmental control of almost all aspects of 
Life. Whether or not the right rojocts the stato is debatable and will 
be discussed lator. It will be my purpose in the forthcoming articles 
to consider the political philosophics of tho loading writers on tho 
far right, particularly tho writings of Ayn Rand; Barry Goldwater, 
HeLbeHunt, and organizations such as the John Birch Socicty. Perhaps 
there are more sinilaritics between the two extremes of political 
thought than cither side would care to admit, perhaps not. : 


There orc a number of problems with attempting such op analysis. In 
the first place, as with many.anarchist publications, the litcrature 
of .the right wing cocs not circulate very widcly and is sometincs 
quite difficult to obtain. Secondly, there arc very fow treatises of 
political philosophy‘ produced by the right. Lyn Rond*'s novels, H.L. 
Hunt's "Alpaca", and Barry Goldwater's writings cono the closest to 
expositions of the political thought of the right wing, but coven thcse 
cannot be Labellcd systematic trcatiscs. SA | 


In accition to the question of sourec ratcrials, there ore some | 
Cofitional problems that must bo faccc. What, for oxonplo, constitutos 
the right wing or rocical right? In part,:it is the purposc of these 
cssays to define tho political thought that charactcrizcs this out- 
look, but a fow tentative comments- nay still bo made to partially 
celinit: the Individuals ond groups that constitute tho right. Those 
indivicuals and groups that are placcd right of contro advocate slower 
change ‘than do thosc that arc placcà left of contro. The further ono 
moves -towards the right the more change is slowod down until, at sone 
undetermined point, you reach the radical right who tend to find their 
political goal somewhere in history rather than in the present or future. 
Ihe people of the racicol right wore once called roactionarics, but the 
term was droppec because the new movement cannot bo labelled such as 
easily as tho carlicr onos. They soon to wont to do mere thon sinply 
turn the clock back. They arc concerned with particular issucs of the 
present day. Unfortunatcly, this dcscription of the spoctrun of political 
philosophy is ovor-sinplifiod, ond therefore thcse articles, of 
necossity, will be exercises in ccfinition. e 


Finally, the word individualism causcs other problems. Perhaps, tho two , 
extronos of political thought noon different things by indivicuslisn. Y) 
If, for example, the indivicua lism of tho right refers to tho "rugged 
individua lism" of Social Darwinisn, tho ccfinition of this torn will 

co much to distinguish tho right wing from the loft wing. Again, thorof- 
ore, these articics must be concerned with Ccfinitions. 


Although it is not tho purpose of thesc articles to trace tho covolopront 
of tho right wing in U.S. politics, it might bo useful to spcculate a 
bit concerning tho roasons for tho existence of such o novonont, It 
shoulc be noted that ny comments would probably not bo accepte by many 
Lnoricoh historians, and, thus, it might be wise to take thon with a 
large grain of salt. 


No matter how early or late their arrival, European immigrants to America ' 
have brought inflated hopes of establishing a more perfect society or a 
better life as part of their baggage. These hopes have frequently been 
crushed for: the individual, but their optimistic aura has become part of 
the Anerican mind. T he. people of this country have consistently seen it 
as better, somchow closer to the Garden of Eden, than any other piece of 


EE t ' à 


land, Americans have. assumed that the United States provides tho >=! 


unique possibility of. an idcal life, uncluttorod by the evil traditions: 


and institutions of the old world and, hence, capable of sustaining a 
simple, innocent, and timeless perfection, 


A good illustration of this belief pattern and the struggle to naintaih. $ 
it in tho fa co of reality is found in tho writings of Mark Twain. Lt WE 
the beginning of his career Twain secs on unbounded sphere of perfection ~ 
in America, but the geographic limits of the Garden steadily contract 
until, in his "Huckleberry Finn", only the Mississippi River, flowing 

free of its shorcs, is loft. In the lator work "A Connecticut Yankec 

in King Arthur's Court", the cntirc myth of american perfection is held 

up to ridiculo but the hope of an- ultimate reconstruction is frantically 
mnaitaincd. By tho tino of his dcath, however, Twain had sunk into . 
extreme bitterness. and believed that no arca of innocence remained at all. 
Fortunately or unfortunately, many Americans still believé. -in Anories 

as the Garden of Edef where non arc able to live the perfectly innocent 
lifc. The cycle of belicf, disillusionment and reaffirmation is a basic 
factor in Amcrican history. Perfection is continually being corrupted cs 
the timeless is perpetually being forecd to explain change. Here, again, 
the Edenie parallel is used. When the disparity bctwcon the drcaa and the 
reality become too obvious to ignore, a snake is discovered in the Garden 
and must be driven out to restore perfection. Consequently, there has. 
been a constant proccssion of snakes: Europe, imigrants, citics, A 
industrialists, anarchįsts, drink, socialists, mogt reecntly Communists, 
and always Jews. In turn, cach seapegoat is symbolically defeated or 
more often, ncutralized by sone sort of amalgamation into the reali of.. 
tho droan, Anoricans'can then return to thcir cuphoric assumption of = 
perpetual innocent perfection until. the next throat necessitates still 
another ritual cleansing., (2) 


uos 


In many ways, tho radical right conforms to this gencral outlook. 
Painfully aware of the complex international urban industrial socicty 

in which they arc forecd to live, there is an almost hysterical desire 

to retreat to the supposed simplicity of an darlicr ora. For sono, the 
causc of all tho problems in Anorican socioty is tho Connunist conspiracy, 
led, of course, by the Jows and English bankers. The cntire right wing. 
contends that there has boon & scrious nordl decline in the Unitcd Statcs 
fron aggrcssivo individua]isn to group-oriontcd weakness. This has lcd 
thon to fool a nocossity for immediate, wide-range corroctivo action. 


In the following articlcs I shall attempt to prcscnt a systematic 
description and analysis of those individuals and groups who espousc 
"right wing individualism". In doing so, I shall make numcrous conparis- 
ons with all dogrocs of anarchist thought to indicate the arcas of 
agrecricnt and disagreenent, and finally, L shall try. to piaco tac | 
current novenont on tho right within the perspective of.Ancrican history. 


(COU) Noto the: cxchange of letters in "Frocdom" carlicr this ycar over the 
political ideas of Barry Goldwatcr. : 

(2) The following books aro studios of Anmcrican history that approach 
their subjects fron about tho sano viow as prosontod above: Henry Nash 
Snith: "Virgin band" - New York, Vintage Books, 1950; John Willian Ward: 
"Andrew Jackson -Symbol For An Ago" - New York, Oxford University Press, 
1962: David W. Noble: "The Paradox Of Progressive Thought" - Minneapolis, 
University of Minnesota Press, 1958; Carl L. Becker: "The Heavenly City 
Of Thc Ninctecnth Ccntury Philosophers" - New Haven, Yale University 
Press, 1982; R.W.B.Lowis: "Tho Ancriccn Adan" - Chicago, University of 
Chicago; Pross, 1955; and Ernest Lec: Tuveson: "Milleniun and Utopia” = | 
Berkeley, University of California Press, 1949.) | | Zë 


IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SPOOKS 
Renzo Novatore | 


"There exist only Beauty and Force, but to hold themselves in equilibrium 
the brutal and the weak invented 'justice'". 
2 : Raffacle Valente. 


Once I thought it to be only a fcarful dream, but it was in fact a 
bloody reality. | 


I am surrounded and caught between a double circle of fanatics, rabble 
and fools. | | 


Theworld is a foul, pestifcrous church whore all are expected to worship 
on idol as if it wcre a fetish, and where rises an altar on which they 
must sacrifice themsclvcs. Even thosc who light:the iconoclastic pyre 

on which to burn the cross with its god=man, cvon these have yet to 
understand the call of life or the cry of frecdom. 


Efter the legendary Christ had spat at the face of man the most bloddy 
of insults by urging him to deny himself so as to be nearer God, along 
cane the French Revolution which, in savage irony, made the same appeal 
by proclaiming tho "rights of man.” 


According to Christ and the French Revolution man is imperfect. The cross 
of Christ symbolizes the possibility of becoming man; the rights of non 
synbolize exactly the sane thing. To attain true perfection it is necessar 
-y, according to the first, to become divine, according to the second, 

to become hunan. 


But Christ ond the French Revolution sre at one in proclaining tho in- 
perfection of the individual man, the real ego, by affirming that it is 
only by attaining the ideal that man can reach the magic peaks of porfect- 
JOER ; 

Christ tells you: "If you patiehtly clinb up desolate Calvary and have 
yourself nailed upon the cross, becoming ny image, the image of tho mnan- 
god, you will becone perfect, being fit to sit at the right hond of ny 

fa ther who is in heaven," And tho French Revolution tolis you: "If you 
enter into the symbolic cloister of hunan justice, in order to;bo sub= ` 
linated and‘ hunanised by the grace of the moral rule of:social: life, you- 
will becone a citizen, and I will gront you your rights and: proclain you 
nans H But he . who.dares to throw the cross and its man-god,or the clunsy 
tablets of the Rights of Men,into the fire and proclain the free 
individual - such a man is an upstart, an evil-doer who is threatened by 
two sinister spooks, the Divine and the Huron, 


On the right the sulphurous and eternal flames of Hell, which punish: 
sin; and on the left the dull grinding of the guillotine which punishes 
crines ad Es | | LEE) 


P 2 "Seck | | 
Tho cold ond spineless cowardice of hlnan fear, produced by subjugation 
to nystical a nd norbid sentiments, has succeeded in conquering the | 
healthy and primitive injustice which was force end. beauty, youth and ` 
audacity. So=calied progress, so-called civilization, so-called religion, 
so-called idcalisn have entombed life in a deadly circle where the nost 
repugnant spocks have established their rules 


The hour for the end has come. Wo rust. break out of the đeađły ciréle and 
escape. If the chinoras of divine legends have terribly influenced hunen 
history; if hunan history has involved the mutilation of the real, 
individual man - then we rebel! It is not our fault if the symbolic 
wounds of Christ have given birth to the social infection that proclained 
the rights of nan. If nen wont to stagnate in systematised dens of 

of social putrefaction, then they must put up with then. We others love 
the sun, and we want to give ourselves frecly to theviolent ardour of 

its kiss. | 


ga = lc ë" 


When I look around ne I want to vomit. One tho one hand, there is tho 
scholar in whom I must believe if I an not to.be ignorant. On the other, 
the noralist ond philosopher whoso cormandnments I rust accept in order 
not to be a brute. Then there is the genius I must glorify and the hero 
before whon L must. bow. 


Then come the comrade and the friond, the idealist and the ‘naterialist,.- 
the atheist and ‘the believer, and a host of definite and indefinite apes 
whe bcar down on. me with their advice and want to put ne on tho right 
path. Because, it must be understood, tho way that I an is bad, as are 
yy thoughts, ny ideas - all of nc. GE : 


"I ar a man who has deceived hinsclf."TRese poor nadnen arc obsessed by: 
the idea that life has intnded them to be pontiffs officiating at the. ` 
largest.nission because humanity has been called to great destinics, 


Ra 2M c AE | : bo Kë | 
These poor ond pitiful animals, ceccived by false idcols and tron$forned i 
by lunacy, heave never been able to understand the tragic and joyous’ : 
mira cle of life, any more than they have been able to'soo that hunonity 
is not called to any great destiny. E | 


If they would learn fron what has gone before, they would at least know 
that their would-be fellows do nct share thcir desire tó break thcir 
backs jumping theabyss that’ separatcs one frorn the other, 


But I om what I an, and the rest is cf little importance, | 


And. the croaking of these -tmlti-coloured cha:tterers only serves to deepen 
ny noble and personal wisdon, | ue E: 


O apostolic apes of humanity ond social progress, do you not hear thet 
which sounds above your spooks? 


Listen,.o listen! It is my laughter which rises ond echocs furiously 
in tho heights! ` ee A Aer 
(English version by J.R. and S.E.P., 
fron a French translation by E. | 

x i Armond - L'UNIQUE, Nov.-Doc. 1954). 
(Biographical note: Renzo Novatore-was an Italian individualist and ` zw 
.Allegolist who was killed ina battle with the ‘Carabiniert in 1922. He— 
was the editor of several reviews and left behind him two large  - | 
pamphlets:;"Al Disopra de Areo"(Above Archism) and "Verso Il Nullo > 
Creatoré"(. Towards the Creative Nothing). ) | Hop 
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Karl Walter died on October 18th. He was.n.delegote to the International 
Anarchist Congress of 1907, 4 friend of Kropotkin and Tom Keell, and 
author of several books, including "Many Maternities and Some Changolings" 
reviewed in MINUS ONE, "Freedom" says "He called himself on anarchist 
communist, but he was really an extreme individualist, as he had bean.all 
his life." Seven days before he diod he sont mo a cheque for £3 and a noto 
saying simply "Congratulations". I mct him once in Bristol in 1960 ond ` 
remeber him as a kindly old man who argucd fervently for anorchism as. 

a scientific approach. | | M | iia d 


S.E.P, 


IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SPOOKS 


‘Renzo Novatore 


“There exist only Beauty and Force, but to hold themselves in equikibrium 
the brutal and the weak invented 'justice'". | | 
: | Raffaele Valente. 


Once I thought it to be only a fcarful dream, but it was in fact a 
bloody reality. 

I am surrounded and caught between a double circle of fanatics, rabble 
and fools. 
 Theworld is a foul, pestifcrous church where oll are expected to worship 
‘an idol as if it wore a fetish, and where rises an altar on which they 
must sacrifice themselves. Even those who light the iconoclastic pyre 


on which to burn the cross with its god-mon, cvon these have yet to 
understand the call of life or the cry of frecdom. 


Efter the legendary Christ had spat at the face of man the most bloddy 
of insults by urging him to deny himself so as to be.nearer God, along 
came the French Revolution which, in savage irony, made the same appeal 
by proclaiming tho "rights of non." 


According to Christ and the French Revolution man is imperfect. The cross 
of Christ symbolizes the possibility of becoming man; the rights of man 
synbolize exactly the sane thing. To attain true perfection it is necessar 
-y, according to the first, to become divine, according to the second, 

to become hunan. | | 


But Christ ond the French Revolution sro at one in proclaining tho in- 
perfection of the individual man, the real ego, by affirming that it is 
only by attaining the ideal that man can reach the magic peaks of perfect- 
ione ver : ef e 


Christ tells you: "If you patiently climb up desolate Calvary and have 
yourself nailed upon the cross, becoming ny image, the image of tho nan- 
god, you will become perfect, being fit to sit at the right hand of ny 
fa thor who is in heaven." And the French Revolution tells you: "If you 
enter into the synbolic cloister of hunan justice, in order to be sub- 
Linoated and hunanised by the grace of the moral rule of social life, you 
will become a citizen, and I will gront you your rights and proclain you 
nan." But he who dares to throw the cross and its nan-god,oP the clumsy 
tablets: of the Rights of Men,into the fire and. proclain the free 
individual — such a man is on upstart, an evil-doer who is threatened by 


^ 


two sinister spooks, the Divino ond tho Huron, ! 


On the ightNthe sulphurgawe"tme, eternal flom of lell, which ,pünish 
sins ind on the loft do dull grngding QE ho guill&tine whieh punishes 


HLC è 


The cola and spineless cowardice of human fear, produced by subjugation 
to nystical a nd norbid sentiments, has succeeded in conquering the 
healthy and priritive injustice which was force and beauty, youth and 
audacity. So-called progress, so-called civilization, so-called religion, 
so-called idcalisn have entombed life in a deadly circle where the nost 
repugnant spocks have established their rules- 


"Tc 


The hour for the end has cone, Wo rust break out of the dcaa@ly ciréle end 
escape. If the chincras of divine legends have terribly influenced hunen 
history; if humo history has involved the rutil&iion of the real, 
individual mon - then we rebel! It is not our fault if the symbolic 
wounds of Christ have given birth to the social infection that proclained 
the rights of nan, If nen wont to stagnate in systenatised dens of 

of social putrefaction, then they must put up with then. We others love 
the sun, and we want to give ourselves frecly to theviolent ardour of 

its kiss. | 


emt ` wm 0 9 wg: 


When I look around me I want to vomit. One the one hand, there is the 
scholar in whom I must bolicvo if I an not to be ignorent. On the other, 
the moralist ond philosopher whose cormmandnents I rust accept in order 
not to be a brute. Thon there is the genius I must glorify and the hero 
before whon I nust: bow. |^ | | M RU a 


Then cone the comrade and the friond, the idealist and the-naterialist, 
the atheist ond the believer, and a host of definite ond indefinite apes 
who bear’ down on oe with their advice and want to put ne on the right 
path. Because,’ it must bo understood, the way that I on is bad, as are 
ny thoughts, ny ldeas — all of na "^ =: -— S KE 


"I an a nan who has deceived hirsolf."THoso poor madmen aro obsessed by 
the-idea' that life has intnded thon to be pontiffs officiating at the tit 
Largest mission because humanity has been called to great dcstinics, — 


These poor and pitiful animals, ceccived by false idceals and tren$forned i: 

by lunacy, have never been able to understand tho tragic and joyous 

mira cle of life, any more than they have been able to sce that hunanity 
is not called to any great destiny. nia iat : 


If they would learn from what has gone before, thay would at loast know. 
that their would-be fellows do net share their dosire to -break their 
backs jumping theabyss that separates one fron tho other, 


But I an what I an, and the rest is of little importance, ° 


And the croaking of these multi-coloured datterers only serves to deepen 
my noble and personal wisdon, 


O apostolic apes of humanity and social progress, do you not hear: thet 
which sounds above your spooks? 3 T oe en 


Listen, o listens It is ny laughter which rises and: cchocs furiously 
in the heightsé | | $us | Met EE | | 

| SER | (English vorsion by J.R. ond S.E.P., 

1 uar | fron a French tronslatáan.by E. 

| | da Arnond - L'UNIQUE, Nov.-Doc. 1954) 

(Biographical note: Renzo Novatore was an Italian individualist and 
Allegalist who was killed in a battle with the Carabinieri in 1922, He 
was the editor of several reviews and left behind him two Large 
pamphlets: "Al Disopra de Arco"(Above Archism) and "Verso Il Nullo 
Creatore"( Towards the Creative Nothing). 
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KARL WALTER 


Karl Walter died on October 18th. He was a delegate to the International 
Anarchist Congress of 1907, 4 friend of Kropotkin and Tom Keell,. and | 
author of several books, including "Many Maternities and Some Changelings" 
reviewed in MINUS ONE, "Freedom" says."He called himsclf an anarchist 
communist, but he was really an extreme individualist, as he had been all 
his life." Seven days before ho diod he sent mo a choque for £3 ond a note 
soying simply "Congratulations". I mct him once in Bristol in 1960 and 
remeber him as a kindly old man who argued fervently for anarchism as 

a scientific approach, | 


Oeb. P, 


ean LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


To The Editor, 


I am assuming that Francis Ellingham is correct in interpreting "conscious 
egoism" as "spontanicty". I have no private interpretation of Stirncr as 
I fing his book unrcadable. Fomr questions arise from Fancis's article: 


1. This refers to my letter in Issue 8 in which I asked whether o 
person's behaviour can really be called spontancous when factors of 
heredity, upbringing and environment have akready,to a large extent, 
moulded that person's personelity and attitudcs. Francis answered in the 
text of Part 3 to the effect that spontaneity mcans being what you arc 
at the time even though ( as is the case in real lifc, of course.) what a 
person is ot a given time is the result largely of factors outside himselt. 
Implicd in Frencis's answer, as I read it, is the idea that a Stirnerite 
would live just according to any old rog-bog personality, mind, otc., that 
“heredity, cducation and cnvironment happencd to have gvon him. A Stirner = 
ite, then, would not by deliberate chéico and conscious effort try to ` 
improve himsclf - perhaps by overcoming slavish habits, fcars and B 
complexes — because to do so would bc contrary to the theory of spontancity. 
"US. Francis wrote in Part 4 that Stirmcr's, Lao Tzu's, ctc., admonitions 
that individuals ccasc chasing after moral abstractions ( spooks ) and 
instcad be spontomnous is dangerous in that spontencity itsclf can come to 
bo regardcd as a duty and thus, paradoxically, the individual "contrivos 
to bo spontancous." 


But if a person folows Stirnor's, Lao Tzu's cond Frencis's advice cond ENS 
succoods in frecing himsclf from all "spooks" thech his resulting bchaviour 
cannot be anything other than spontoncous, So all Stirnor, Lao T zu ond 
Francis neca have dono was prescnt negative criticism‘ of the "spooks" 

and loft it at thot.The paradox only arises beceousc: Stirner, Lao Tzu and 
Francis arc thoughtless cn ough to discuss and a dvocoto "spontanoity". .. 
What the cye doen't soc, tho hcart docsn't gricve over. E 


3. Francis never said what usc spontonoity is in buying groccrics or | 
getting a job. At times he gove mo the imprcssion that spontancity applics 
only in ethical. matters; 2t- other timos he scomod to be saying that one 

is wholly spontancous ahyhow, thus turning his concept into a metaphysical 
subtloty lying on some outer fringe of the free will / dotorminism | 
controvorsy. 


4, I found tho link up with Zon not very convincing. In Zon everything’ 
depends on intuitivo rcalisation, «a spontonoous breakthrough to. the Zen 
oxporionco: satori. But whereas this satori is in a senso" ontchcous 

to the student who experiences it, its occurrence is duc to the perception 
end wisdom of the attendant Master whe, sccing the student is on the 
threshold of satori, pushós him over by onc of the famous tricks - pulling 
his nosc, throwing a statuo of Buddha on tho fire, ctc. And to arrive at 
the threshold of satori involvcs the student in o Long period of dclibcr- 
ate meditation, often ever many ycarse : 


So if there is a link up between Froncis's concopt of spontaneity ond zon 
why, when the latter is so difficult, isn't thc. former’ 


Jcff Robinson. 


EI Ld 


Dear Editor, 
A fow points about my recent scrics on Stirner and ogoism. 


First, some corrections of the published text. In the sixth paragraph ofi 
the first page of the third article, tho scontonco beginning "But becuse” ‘~ 
you arc" should have read "But because they arc cgoism that you oro", And 
in the seventh paragraph on tho sccond page of the last article, the 

clouso beginning "until it is rcolizod that there is nothing" should have 
poe "ul.ltnat if thoro le nothing”. ,. ibit 


> 


Now for some of the criticisms, 


Jeff Robinson (MINUS ONE ; No. 8.) seems to think that (a) the doctrine à 
of the essential spontaneity of tho sclf implies "freo will", ond (b) | 
"froo will" has been incontrovertibly exploded by philosophy end psychology | 
Neither of these things is truc. By "spontaneous" I moan "not duo to 
conscious volition" (Concise Oxford Dictionary), in thet sonso of ‘the word 
clouds move spontancously across the Sky, although they have: no will of r 
their own ond their movments may be predictable by wcathor-foroceasteérs] ^ 
And there. is nó general agreement about "free will" among phihosophers and 
psychologists: nobody has yot: produced o; Sclontifically demonstrable = 
answer. to this problem. Porsonally, for mainly intuitivo reasons, I do not 
believe in "free will", Thot is to soy, I do not beliove in in Honloy's 
fomous lines "I am the master of my fate: I am tho captain of my soul." I 
believe that my soul-ship (my whole, naturel sclf)-saits along quite 
Spontancously, according to its own lows, while the so-callod "Captain"  - | 
(my conscious mind) is really only part of the works.  , - E e. o 


Domenico Pastorcllo, in his confusod and largely unintolligiblo romarks: - 
-. (MINUS ONE, No.10), shows much disgust: at my interpretation of cgoisn, but 


no sign of understayiding it or ovon trying to undorstond it. It would bo 

a waste of time to point out ^11 his cbvious logical mistakes, or Dies o 
incrodibly careless ond absurd misreprcsentation of my vicws. Why is ho’ so. 
disgusted? I suppose it is mainly becouse I talked. about “the compassion: 

of the truc saint", Lot me reassure Mr, Pastorcllo..that I om not sugecst~ 
ing that he, or anybody else, should try to become: a cint. All I om saying, 
on the contrary, is thot sonity = which is the besis- of truc compassion. =: 
consists in accepting oursolvos ^s wo oPro,.lf Mr, Postorcllo comcs L5 Ps 
accept. himself he Will como to Love hinself, ond if he comes to love him- 
sclf he will find hinsclf spontoncously: loving others. Certain tribos, such 
as the Arepesh of Now Guinca ond tho Zuni Indians of New Mexico, aro SE 
amazingly unaggrcssivo, It is not even truc that ell animals ore Cgrressive, 
Recent rcsoareh on monkeys goes to show that-the higher primates orc 
essentially pacific and. co-operative, and only fight cach.other in ovor- ` 
crowded and unnatural conditions, It is not surprising if mon, in tho - . 
highly artificial environment of our crazy modern civilization, sometines 
boBove like poor demented brutos, but it docs not follow that such brutality 
is part of their cssential nature. By propagating the old-fashioned ana 
obsobescent theory (so convoniont for tho capitalist classes) that non. 

iS basically an aggressive animal, Domenico Pastorello is helping to kcop 
tho so-called civilized world in darkness and BLOVGE YS s— | : 


Freneis Ellinghen, 


POUR PARAITRE fin 1965, LES ESSAIS FANTASTIQUES DU DOCTEUR ROB- par Ixigrec, 
SYoventurant-hors du reel, nos heros decouvrent des mondca etranges | 

< Suprenant ou terrifionts ct dcs mnondés harmonicus dignos dos possibi lites 
futures du genic humain, En souscription aux Editions La Rucho Ouvricre, 
16, ruc dc Montmorency, Paris (3e), Franec, Prix 8F/- Fronco OF, T 


po o ae et COSME DNE TR ona arama EE RU. Ji GR SENE emeng GE 
One of our readers, whe lives in Spain and is unable to sena money out 
of the country,. would like to borrow Draper's "Conflict Botweon Roligion 
and Scicnce" for three months, Anyone who con help please contact this 
DOLL, | | 


` ——À tà rá—H am o — n €  ÓÀ «ee menge 


Aio t itt is ~ ~ - gë ~ ~ - E? EN ~ 


Readers knowing French nay be intorostcd in "Henry David Thoreau (1817- 
1862) ou 'L'Hopno Revolte!" by Michclinc Flak. This was orginally given 
as & talk in March 1965 to tho Foyer Individuoliste of Paris and is 
how publishod as a ponphlot by La Ruchc Ouvricre, address as above. No 
=- prico is given. 
DAMEN. ae _ THs LONDON INDIVIDUALIST ANARCHISTS | NE 
meet tho sccond Sunday of cach month nt 7.30 Pee at 10, Churton Stroct, 
Vietorio, S Wil.. (OFF Vauxhall Bridge Rd.) 
Dee 12: Anarchisn, Logic and Metaphysics, 
Jon 8: Max Stirmcir ^n& Conscious Egoisme.-+_. 
NUS ONE is editcd ond publishcd by SeliePARKER, 2 Orsctt Torraco, 
London, W.2. 


